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A Message from your WBEA Presidenté 
By Dona Orr, WBEA 2017-2018 President, Boise, Idaho  

G reetings, Business Educators! I hope you are welcoming spring in your area and 

are enjoying some sunshine and warm weath-

er after a long winter.  One of the delightful 

diversions I enjoyed this winter was my trip to 

Bozeman, Montana, for the WBEA 2017 con-

ference. It was great time of connecting with 

colleagues and enjoying great professional 

development sessions. I also had the pleasure 

of meeting many new friends while networking 

during our few days together and presenting 

the Presidents-elect workshop as part of the 

Professional Development Leadership Insti-

tute.  The Montana association put on a truly 

enjoyable conference in Bozeman, my newest favorite city!   

Like many of you, I have spent most of my career in business education.  I taught in the 

business program at Boise State University for almost 20 years, then at the College of 

Western Idaho, and then accepted the position of program manager for Business & 

Marketing Education at the Idaho State Board of Education Division of Career & Tech-

nical Education. Seeing such a great need for business teachers, I took a two-year de-

tour to teach at the University of Idaho in the teacher preparation program. Now I am 

back at the State as Director of Secondary Edducation.  What I have seen through all 

these years is the need for professional development, networking with our colleagues, 

and advocacy for our profession. We can meet these needs beginning at our S/T/P as-

sociation and our regional (WBEA) levels. We have much to glean from each other and 

to offer each other. I believe we are stronger together and that we can be more fulfilled 

in our professional lives by the friendships and networks we create in our associations.   

I am honored to be serving as your WBEA President for 2017.  As I rapped the gavel to 
close our conference in Bozeman, it hit me that my year of being President is off and 
running. I know it will go by quickly, and I hope to reach out and meet as many mem-
bers as I can and attend as many of your S/T/P conferences as possible.  Please reach 
out to me as well this year, and let me know when and where and how I can serve you 
best.   
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W ow! It doesnôt seem possible that it has 

already been over a month since our 

WBEA Conference in Bozeman. I would like to 

personally thank all of you who joined us in beau-

tiful Montana. The entire planning committee 

hopes that you enjoyed the location, the Montana 

hospitality, and that you networked with other 

business educators and learned new things to 

take home with you. I would like to congratulate 

all of the award winners and encourage members 

to continue to nominate their colleagues for 

recognition at future conferences. There are so 

many powerful things being done in classrooms 

all across our region. Please take time to nomi-

nate those who make our organization. Special 

congratulations to Joe and Marty McFarland for their many years of service to 

WBEA. 

As my year serving as your WBEA President comes to an end, I want to extend 
thanks to the members of our great region for your help and support during my 
term in office. The S/T/Pôs made me feel so welcome as I traveled around the re-
gion, and I learned something new at every conference I attended. Special thanks 

to the Executive Committee for your leadership and hard work for our organiza-
tion. I have been blessed to work with you. I would also like to thank Janie McFar-
land and the conference planning committee members for their hard work and 
commitment to executing a well-run conference. Thanks to all for giving me this 
opportunity to serve this organization, and I would encourage those who have not 
yet stepped into leadership roles within their S/T/P or WBEA to strongly consider 
doing so. You will be truly enriched. 

A Message from your WBEA Past-President 

By Elaine Stedman, WBEA 2016-2017 President, Sidney, Montana  
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WBEA OFFICERS ELIGIBILITY LIST ï 2017-2018 

By Kay Fujimoto Ono, WBEA Past President 

The WBEA Executive Board received a draft copy of the 2017-2018 WBEA Officers 

Eligibility List prior to the February17, 2017, Board meeting.  The members were 

asked to share the list with their fellow colleagues in order to update this list; the 

updated list will be posted by April 1 on the WBEA website.  

Thank you to the Executive Board members for their help in 

updating this list.   

WBEA members that are eligible to run for an officer or be 
appointed a Standing Committee Director must be on this list 
according to the WBEA Bylaws and P&Ps.  Please consult 
this list and recruit/encourage your eligible and knowledgea-
ble colleagues to become a member of the Executive Com-
mittee. 

 

 

 INCOMING WBEA  

LEADERSHIP TEAM 
 

By Kay Fujimoto Ono 
WBEA Past President and Nominating  

Committee Director 
 

The WBEA Nominating Committee met in Bozeman, Montana, on Friday, February 17, 
2017.  Each S/T/P was asked to send one representative to the committee meeting.  
The committee met and submitted its slate of officers to the WBEA Executive Board.  At 
the Executive Board meeting on Friday, February 17, the following officers were elected 
for 2017-2018. 
 
WBEA President ï Dona Orr, Idaho 
WBEA President-elect ï Chris Liebelt-Garcia, Arizona 
WBEA Treasurer ï Tina Fulks, Nevada (Year 1 of a 2-year term)   

 
Two additional officers will continue their duties on the WBEA Executive Committee. 
WBEA Secretary ï Eric Swenson, Montana (Year 2 of a 2-year term) 
WBEA Past President ï Elaine Stedman, Montana 

 
Thank you to these individuals for serving as our WBEA officers and volunteering their 
time to maintain the high standards of our professional organization.  They not only rep-
resent themselves, but their states, S/T/P organization, and schools/organizations.     
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