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PRESIDENT’'S AWARD
Nancy Backlund

Do we ever see it coming? When a person enters our life and it turns
into a years long relationship that you cannot imagine never happened?
I can still remember early conversations, like the time | suggested she
join CBEA and she said she had been a member three times or longer
than I had! This is when Nancy began to step up for CBEA and in natural
progression WBEA. Nancy served as a proactive membership director
for CBEA, then President of CBEA, then membership for WBEA and now
has been nominated as president-elect for WBEA. This is a person who
gets the job done, is a dream to work with, and so far, has not said no
when it has been her time. At a place in time where it is GOLD to find
people who want to support their professional organizations and also
have the skills and determination to do the job, Nancy is pure treasure.
Nancy is responsible for my sanity as this conference came together this
year. A member of CBEA for 30 years. A member of NBEA/WBEA for
17 years, and a true partner in crime, it is my pleasure to name Nancy
Backlund as the president's award recipient for 2019-2020.

Award Presented by Karen O’Connor

2019-2020 WBEA President
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*Dean Peterson was elected but did not assume the president’s position.



PREVIOUS OUTSTANDING BUSINESS EDUCATORS
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OUTSTANDING BUSINESS EDUCATOR
POSTSECONDARY

Randy Nordell

Randy earned a Bachelor of Science degree in
Business Administration from California State
il University and earned his teaching credentials
the following year. Shortly thereafter, Randy
earned his Master’'s Degree in Education from
Fresno Pacific University and then earned his
i Doctorate in Curriculum and Instruction from
Argosy University. During this time, Randy taught
at the secondary, postsecondary, and university level. He has been
teaching at American River College for the last 15 years as a Professor
of Business Technology.

During his teaching over the least 30 years, Randy has always focused
on being a learner along with his students. This has allowed him to
remain current with business and computer science as well as the
demographics of his students.

Ten years ago, Randy started writing college textbooks, which gave him
the opportunity to create quality learning solutions for students. Via
this path, Randy was able to work with hundreds of professors from
around the country to enhance their own courses as well as engage
on the topic they care deeply about: how to best engage and educate
our students.

Congratulations Randy Nordell!

Randy was nominated by Nancy Backlund.

OUTSTANDING BUSINESS EDUCATOR
HIGH SCHOOL

Rod Martel

Rod Martel has taught in the same school district
for over 40 years. He started teaching at Hemet
Junior High School in 1976 and has continued
teaching there after 1990 when Hemet Junior
High School became West Valley High School.

The start of Rod’s career was teaching typing on
manual typewriters. In 1990, the high school
expanded his courses to include Record Keeping, Business Math,
Accounting, and Computer Applications, with no computer experience
of his own. As a result, Rod went back to school to better prepare
himself.

Recently, Rod began teaching Multimedia and 2D Computer
Animation. Once again, Rod found himself going back to school. During
this time, Rod developed a relationship with the Digital Media
Department at a community college and the department chair has
worked with Rod to develop curriculum and articulating his courses,
allowing students to earn college credit.

Even after teaching for 44 years, Rod believes that there are other
more deserving applications because teaching is his passion.
According to Nancy Backlund, Rod “epitomizes a lifelong business
educator” and describes how easy it is to see his dedication to the
profession as well as his students.

Congratulations Rod Martel!

Rod was nominated by Nancy Backlund.



